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MESSAGE from Rev’d Marc Billimoria -  Warden, S. Thomas’ College Mt Lavinia  
 
Dear Fellow Thomians, 
 
It gives me great pleasure to send this message of greeting to you on the occasion of the  
Thomian Carol Service, STC OBA NSW/ACT. 
 
This service has now been established as a tradition of the STC OBA NSW/ACT community  
and I know it is a much looked forward to event. I am also aware of the efforts made to  
ensure that it is an act of worship that also seeks to maintain high standards.  
 
Each year Christmas reminds us of the great truth of the Incarnation, that the  
God of all creation came in and through Jesus to make his dwelling among us  
and to share in our lives. Isaiah prophesied “the people walking in darkness have  
seen a great light; on those living in the land of deep darkness a light has dawned.” (Isaiah 9: 2)  
This became a reality with the birth of Jesus, the only begotten of the God who  
separated light from darkness and is the source of light, himself the uncreated light.  
 
Christmas reminds us therefore year in and year out that no matter how dark  
the circumstances around us may be the light of God continues to shine and the  
darkness can never overcome it (John 1: 5).  
 
Christmas this year brings with it hope for more than one reason to different people  
but to all people it brings hope that there is a light at the end of the  
darkest tunnel - even this tunnel of a Covid-19 through which our world is traveling.  
 
May the light and hope that Jesus brings be God’s gift to you all this year. 
 
With peace and blessings, 
 
The Rev’d Marc Billimoria 
Warden, S. Thomas’ College, Mount Lavinia 
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WELCOME Kumar Rasiah – S. Thomas’ College OBA NSW/ACT 
 

 
 
 
 

Choir only 

The Congregation is requested to remain seated during the singing of this Introit 
 
COME CHRISTIANS, JOIN TO SING                                          Words: Christian H Bateman 
                                                                                                   Music: Spanish melody/Arr. David Evans  

Come Christians, join to sing, Alleluia! Amen! 
Loud praise to Christ our King, Alleluia! Amen! 
Let all with heart and voice, before His throne rejoice; 
Praise is His gracious choice; Alleluia! Amen! 
 
Come, lift your hearts on high, Alleluia! Amen! 
Let praises fill the sky, Alleluia! Amen! 
He is our Guide and Friend, to us He’ll condescend; 
His love shall never end; Alleluia! Amen! 
 
Praise yet our Christ again, Alleluia! Amen! 
Life shall not end the strain; Alleluia! Amen! 
On Heaven’s blissful shore, His goodness we’ll adore, 
Singing for evermore, Alleluia! Amen! 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Choir only 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Congregation is requested to remain seated during the singing of  
verses 1 and 2 and stand at the end of verse 2 
 
ONCE IN ROYAL DAVID’S CITY                                           Words: C F Alexander  
                                                                                                                 Music: H J Gantlett/A H Mann                                   
                                                                                                                                                                                                     
Once in royal David’s city 
Stood lowly cattle shed, 
Where a mother laid her Baby 
In a manger for His bed. 
Mary was that mother mild, 
Jesus Christ her little child. 
 
He came down to earth from heaven, 
Who is God and Lord of all, 
And His shelter was a stable, 
And His cradle was a stall. 
With the poor and mean and lowly 
Lived on earth, our Saviour holy. 
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All 

 
 
 
 
And through all His wondrous childhood 
He would honour and obey, 
Love and watch the lowly maiden, 
In whose gentle arms He lay: 
Christian children all must be 
Mild, obedient, good as He. 
 
For He is our childhood’s pattern, 
Day by day like us He grew, 
He was little, weak, and helpless, 
Tears and smiles like us He knew: 
And He feeleth for our sadness, 
And He shareth in our gladness. 
 
And our eyes at last shall see Him, 
Through His own redeeming love, 
For that Child so dear and gentle 
Is our Lord in Heav’n above; 
And He leads His children on 
To the place where He is gone. 
 
Not is that poor lowly stable, 
With the oxen standing by, 
We shall see Him, but in Heaven, 
Set at God’s right hand on high; 
Where like stars His children crowned 
All in white shall wait around. 
 
 
 

Bidding Prayer Eksath Perera – S. Thomas’ College OBA NSW/ACT 
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              Choir only  
  

 
 
 
 
SUSSEX CAROL                                                                       Words: 17th Century
                                                       Music:English traditional carol/Arr R Vaughan Williams     

On Christmas night all Christians sing,  
To hear the news the angels bring, 
On Christmas night all Christians sing,  
To hear the news the angels bring. 
News of great joy news of great mirth, 
News of our merciful King’s birth. 
 
Then why should men on earth be so sad,  
Since our Redeemer made us glad, 
Then why should men on earth be so sad,  
Since our Redeemer made us glad, 
When from our sin He set us free, 
All for to gain our liberty? 
 
When sin departs before His grace, 
Then life and health come in its place; 
When sin departs before His grace, 
Then life and health come in its place; 
Angels and men with joy may sing, 
All for to see the new-born King. 
 
All out of darkness we have light, 
Which made the angels sing this night; 
All out of darkness we have light, 
Which made the angels sing this night; 
“Glory to God and peace to men, 
Now and for evermore. Amen.” 
 

Lesson 1  Genesis 3: 8 - 15  God announces in the Garden of Eden 
Suvendrini Abayasekara – Thomian Choir  
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 



 
 
 

7 

         
 

       Choir only 

JOY HAS DAWNED                                          Words: Keith Getty and Stuart Townend 
 
Joy has dawned upon the world, promised from creation; 
God’s salvation now unfurled, hope for every nation. 
Not with fanfares from above, not with scenes of glory, 
But a humble gift of love; Jesus born of Mary. 
 
Sounds of wonder fill the sky with the songs of angels, 
As the mighty Prince of Life shelters in a stable. 
Hands that set each star in place, shaped the earth in darkness, 
Cling now to a mother’s breast vuln’rable and helpless. 
 
Shepherds bow before the Lamb gazing at the glory; 
Gifts of men from distant lands prophesy a story. 
Gold, a King is born today; Incense, God is with us; 
Myrrh, His death will make a way and by His blood He’ll win us. 
 
Son of Adam, Son of Heav’n, given as a ransom; 
Reconciling God and man, Christ our mighty Champion! 
What a Saviour what a Friend, what a glorious myst’ry; 
Once a Babe in Bethlehem, now the Lord of hist’ry. 
 

Lesson 2 Genesis 22 15 - 18  God promises to Abraham 
Jenny Pitman – Thomian Choir  
 

Lesson 3 Isaiah 9: 2 – 7  Isaiah foretells the Incarnation 
Gyan Fernando  –  S. Thomas’ College OBA NSW/ACT 
 

 
 

             Choir only 
 

 
 
 
 

THE RACE THAT LONG IN DARKNESS PINED  
                                                                                                                  Words: J Morison 
                                                                            Music: Moore's Psalm Singer's Pocket Companion 1756 

The race that long in darkness pined, 
Have seen a glorious light: 
The people dwell in day 
Who dwelt in death’s surrounding night. 
 
To us a Child of Hope is born, 
To us a Son is giv’n, 
Him shall the tribes of earth obey, 
And all the hosts of Heav’n 
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His name shall be The Prince of Peace, 
For evermore adored; 
The Wonderful, the Counsellor, 
The Great and Mighty Lord. 
 
His power increasing still shall spread; 
His reign no end shall know: 
Justice shall guard His throne above, 
And peace abound below. 
 
To hail Thy rise, Thou better Sun, 
The gath’ring nations come 
Joyous as when the reapers bear 
The harvest treasures home. 
 
They gathered there in one accord, 
From every tribe and tongue, 
To sing the praises of the Lord, 
Their God the three-in-One 
 

 
 
 

           All 

SEENU HUNDIN (SINHALA CAROL)  
                                                                                       Words: Lata Walpola 
                                                                                                                 Music: Gratien Ananda 
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TRANSLITERATION 
Seenu hundin lowa pibi denawaa 
Natthala dora lan-ger hina henawaa 
Gawa halakater tharuwak yanawaa 
Ahasata polowa gatey 
Ahasata polowa gatey 
 
Tharu eliye, kandu wetiye 
Beth leheme mangala eliye 
Mal wesi wasinu peney 
 
Thatu gena sudu himer igilenerwaa 
Atha matha muthu men ba-ber-le-ner-waa 
Hiru kan sudu eethala wener-waa 
samer thener ridee wagey 
samer thener ridee wagey 
Diya seeraa kandu peeraa 
Wannam gamanin baser enawaa 
Diya bindu an-ger solawaa 
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Dina dina wahi kalu bara wenawaa 
Mahaweli gan-ger diya borawenawaa 
Naththala kath bander-gena enawaa 
Wahi-ba-rer  unduwapayay 
Wahi-ba-rer  unduwapayay 
 
Araliya mul wathu-sudu mul 
pibidee mul athu barer wenawaa 
Mey Naththal maasey 
 
 

    Lesson 4 Isaiah 7: 10 – 14  Isaiah foretells the Virgin birth of Christ  (Read in Sinhala) 
Nihal Ramanayake – S. Thomas’ College OBA NSW/ACT 
 

 
 

     Choir only 
 

HOW SHOULD A KING COME? 
                                                                                                                       Words: Carol Owens  
                                                                                                                       Music: Jimmy Owens 
How should a king come? Even a child knows the answer of course, 
In a coach of gold with a pure white horse! 
In the beautiful city, in the prime of the day; 
And the trumpets should cry and the crowds make way! 
And the flags fly high in the morning sun, 
And the people all cheer for the sovereign one! 
And everyone knows that’s the way that it’s done, 
That’s the way that king should come, 
 
How should a king come? Even a commoner understands,  
He should come for his treasures and his houses and lands! 
He should dine upon summer strawberries and milk, 
And sleep upon bed – clothes of satin and silk! 
And high on a hill his castle should glow 
With the lights of the city like jewels below! 
And everyone knows that’s the way that it’s done, 
That’s the way that a king should come. 
 
How should a King come? On a star filled night into Bethlehem 
Rode a weary woman and a worried man, 
And the only sound on the cobble stone street 
Was the shuffle and the ring of their donkey’s feet. 
And a King lay hid in a Virgin’s womb, 
And there were no crowds to see Him come. 
At last, in a barn, in a manger of hay 
He came, and God Incarnate lay! And the angels cried, 
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“Glory, glory to God!” Earth was silent so the heavens rang 
“Glory, glory to God!” Men were silent so the angels sang, 
“Glory, glory to God! Peace on earth goodwill to men! 
Glory! Glory to God! Christ is born in Bethlehem. 
 
Glory to God! Glory in the highest! 
Glory to God! Glory in the highest! 
Glory to God!” 
 

 
 
 
 

All 

 
 
GOOD CHRISTIANS ALL REJOICE 
                                                                                                      Music: Traditional German carol 

Good Christians all rejoice 
With heart and soul and voice! 
Give ye heed to what we say 
Jesus Christ is born today! 
Ox and ass before Him bow 
And He is in the manger now 
Christ is born today! Christ is born today! 
 
Good Christians all rejoice 
With heart and soul and voice 
Now ye hear of endless bliss 
Jesus Christ was born for this 
He has opened heaven’s door 
And man is blessed for evermore 
Christ was born for this, Christ was born for this 
 
Good Christians all rejoice 
With heart and soul and voice 
Now ye need not fear the grave: 
Jesus Christ was born to save 
Calls you one and calls you all 
To gain His everlasting hall 
Christ was born to save, Christ was born to save 
 
 Please keep standing for the next Carol 

 
 
 

 
 
 



 
 
 

12 

All NAAM NAVILUM (Tamil Carol) 
                                                                               Music: Traditional Tamil carol 
நா# ந$%# ெச() ந*ல ெச() 
ேக.# ந*ல ெச() ேக.# 
 
பாரா.# பர1 இேய4 க15 ம78ட:)* 
மா;க< ப58* மா=>: ெதா@$5* 
மAவா( உ):தனேர – நா# 
 
ஆய;கF பாGட Hபால; வணJKட 
L*லைண N)5* கOைத PQ85* 
கா=R அT:தனேர – நா# 
 
பா$ைய N=Gட பர5ட# ேச;:)ட 
பா75* பா>கF ப=> இறVக 
R%ைவையW 4மOதனேர – நா# 
 
 
Naam navilum seithee nallar seithee kerlum 
nallar seithee kerlum 
Naam navilum seithee nallar seithee kerlum 
nallar seithee kerlum 
 
Parralum paran Yesoo, kanni Maree yee daththil 
Parralum paran Yesoo, kanni Maree yee daththil 
Markalip paniyil marttuth tholuvinil 
Manuvai uthith thaner ray 
Markalip paniyil marttuth tholuvinil 
Manuvai uthith thaner ray 
 
Aryarhul paadider, pooparler vanang kider 
Aryarhul paadider, pooparler vanang kider 
Pull larnai meethinil kanthai thooneeyinil 
Kartchi alith thaner ray 
Pull larnai meethinil kanthai thooneeyinil 
Kartchi alith thaner ray 
 
Parviyei merterder paranidum sertherder 
Parviyei merterder paranidum sertherder 
Par reenil parduhal pattu irakka  
Silu vai ai soomun thaner ray 
Par reenil parduhal pattu irakka  
Silu vai ai soomun thaner ray 
 

Lesson 5 Luke 1: 26 -38 The Angel Gabriel visits Mary  (Read in Tamil) 
Jerome Gasperson – S. Thomas’ College OBA NSW/ACT 
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Lesson 6 Luke 2: 1 – 7  The birth of Jesus Christ 
Praha Sellappa  -  S.Thomas’ College OBA NSW/ACT 
 

 
 
 

Choir only 
 

UNTO US A BOY IS BORN 
                                                                                                                                  Words: G R Woodward 
                                                                                                  Music: Piae Cantiones 1582/Arr W L Reed 

Unto us a Boy is born, 
King of all creation, 
Came He to a world forlorn, 
The Lord of every nation. 
 
Cradled in a stall was He 
With sleepy cows and asses: 
But the very beasts could see 
That He all men surpasses. 
 
Herod then with fear was filled, 
“A Prince!” he said, “In Jewry!” 
All the little boys he killed 
At Beth’lem in his fury. 
 
Now may Mary’s Son 
Who came, so long ago to love us, 
Lead us all with hearts aflame 
Unto the joys above us. 
 
Omega and Alpha, He, 
Let the Organ thunder, 
While the choir with peals of glee 
Doth rend the air asunder. 
 

 
 
 

All 
 
 
 
 
 

ANGELS FROM THE REALMS OF GLORY 
                                                                                                                           Words: J Montgomery  
                                                                                        usic: French traditional/Arr David Peacock 

Angels from the realms of glory, 
Wing your flight through all the earth, 
Heralds of creation’s story 
Now proclaim Messiah’s birth 
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Chorus 
Gloria, In excelsis Deo! 
Gloria, In excelsis Deo! 
 
Shepherds in the fields abiding, 
Watching  by your flocks by night. 
God with us is now residing; 
Yonder shines the Infant light……..Gloria 
 
Wisemen leave your contemplations! 
Brighter visions shine afar; 
Seek in Him the hope of nations, 
You have seen His rising star………Gloria 
 
Though an Infant now we view Him, 
He will share His Father’s throne, 
Gather all the nations to Him; 
Every knee shall then bow down…….Gloria 
 

Lesson 7 Luke 2: 8 – 20  The Shepherds go to the manger 
Vijendran Watson – S.Thomas’ College OBA NSW/ACT 
 

 
 
 

Choir Only 

 
O LEAVE YOUR SHEEP 
                                                                                                                        Words: French carol 
                                                                                                                        Music: French carol 

O leave your sheep, your lambs that follow after, 
O leave the brook, the pasture and the crook, 
No longer weep, turn weeping into laughter, 
O shepherds seek your goal, 
Your Lord, your Lord, your Lord who cometh to console. (Repeat) 
 
You'll find Him laid within a simple stable, 
A Babe new born, in poverty forlorn, 
In love arrayed, a love so deep 'tis able 
To search the night for you. 
'Tis He! 'Tis He! 'Tis He! 'Tis He the Shepherd true! (Repeat) 
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O kings so great! a light is streaming o'er you, 
More radiant far than diadem or star; 
Forego your state! a Baby lies before you 
Whose wonder shall be told: 
Bring myrrh! bring myrrh! bring myrrh bring frankincense and 
gold, (Repeat) 
 

 
 
 

All            
 

HARK! THE HERALD ANGELS SING 
                                                                                           Words:Charles Wesley, T Whitefield,M Madan 
                                                                                                                            Music:Felix Mendelssohn 

Hark! The herald angels sing, 
“Glory to the new-born King; 
Peace on earth and mercy mild, 
God and sinners reconciled.” 
Joyful all ye nations rise, 
Join the triumph of the skies, 
With th’angelic host proclaim, 
“Christ is born in Bethlehem.” 
 
Hark! The herald angels sing 
Glory to the new-born King 
 
Christ by highest heav’n adored, 
Christ the everlasting Lord; 
Late in time behold Him come, 
Offspring of a virgin’s womb. 
Veiled in flesh the God-head see, 
Hail th’incarnate Deity! 
Pleased as man with man to dwell, 
Jesus our Emmanuel … Hark! the …. 
 
Hail the Heav’n born Prince of Peace ! 
Hail the Sun of righteousness! 
Light and life to all He brings, 
Ris’n with healing in His wings; 
Mild He lays His glory by, 
Born that man no more may die, 
Born to raise the sons of earth, 
Born to give them second birth…Hark! the….. 
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Lesson 8 Matthew 2:1-12  The Wisemen follow the star 

Sanjiv Vivekanandan – President, S. Thomas’ College OBA NSW/ACT 
 

 
 
 

Choir only 

THE THREE KINGS 
                                                                                                              Words:Peter Cornelius 
                                                                                                              Music: Peter Cornelius 
Three kings from Persian lands afar to Jordan follow the pointing star; 
And this the quest of the travellers three, 
Where the new born King of the Jews may be. 
Full royal gifts they bear for the King:  gold, incense, myrrh are their offering. 
 
 
The star shines out with a steadfast ray; the kings to Bethlehem make their 
way, 
And there in worship they bend the knee,  
As Mary’s Child in her lap they see; 
Their royal gifts they show to the King; gold, incense, myrrh are their offering. 
 
 
Thou Child of man, lo to Bethlehem, the kings are travelling, travel with 
them! 
The star of mercy the star of grace, shall lead thy heart to its resting place. 
Gold, incense, myrrh thou canst not bring; 
Offer thy heart to the infant King, offer thy heart! 
 
Chorale 
How brightly shines the morning star, 
With grace and truth from Heav’n afar, 
Our Jesse tree now bloweth. 
 
Of Jacob’s stem and David’s line, 
For Thee my Bridegroom, King divine, 
My soul with love o’er floweth. 
 
Thy word, Thy word, Jesu, Jesu 
Inly feeds us, rightly leads us, life bestowing. 
Praise, O praise such love o’er flowing. 
 

 
 

All 
 

 
 

THE FIRST NOEL 
                                                                                                        Words: English Traditional 

The first  The first Noel, the angel did say,  
Was to  Was to certain poor shepherds in fields as they lay 

In fields where they lay keeping their sheep, 
On a cold winter’s night that was so deep. 
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Chorus         
Noel, noel, noel, noel, 
Born is the King of Israel 
 
They looked up and saw a star 
Shining in the East, beyond them far, 
And to the earth it gave great light, 
And so it continued both day and night.        Noel, noel…. 
 
And by the light of that same star,  
Three wisemen came from country far, 
To seek for a king was their intent, 
And to follow the star where ever it went.     Noel, noel…. 
 
This star drew nigh to the northwest, 
O’er Bethlehem it took its rest, 
And there it did both stop and stay 
Right over the place where Jesus lay.      Noel, noel…. 
 
Then entered in those wisemen three, 
Full rev’rently upon their knee, 
And offered there in His presence 
Their gold and myrrh and frankinsence.    Noel, noel…. 
 
Then let us all with one accord 
Sing praises to our heavenly Lord, 
That hath made heav’n and earth of naught, 
And with His blood mankind hath bought.   Noel, noel…. 
 

Lesson 9 
 
 

MESSAGE 

John 1:1 – 18  The mystery of the Incarnation 
David Sansoni – S. Thomas’ College OBA NSW/ACT 
 
The Reverend  Kamal Weerakoon 
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Choir only 
 

BESIDE THY CRADLE 
                                                                                                                       Words: Paul Gerhardt 
                                                                            Music: Nun Freut Euch/Harmonised by J S Bach 

Beside   Beside Thy cradle here I stand, O Thou that ever livest, 
 And bring Thee with a willing hand, the very gifts Thou givest. 
 Accept me; ‘tis my mind, my heart,  
 My soul, my strength, my every part 
 That Thou from me requirest. 

 
Closing Prayers and 

Blessing 
Rev Jeffery Abayasekara 

 
 
 
 

All 

O COME ALL YE FAITHFUL  
                                                                                                             Words: F Oakley/W T Brooke 
                                                                                                 Music:18th cent/Arr David Willcocks 
O come, all ye faithful, joyful and triumphant, 
O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem, 
Come and behold Him, 
Born the King of Angels 
 
O come let us adore Him, 
O come let us adore Him, 
O come let us adore Him, Christ the Lord 
 
God of God, Light of Light, 
Lo He abhors not the Virgin’s womb, 
Very God, 
Begotten not created…..O come let us ……. 
 
See how the shepherds, summoned to His cradle, 
Leaving their flocks draw nigh with lowly fear. 
We too will thither 
Bend our joyful footsteps….O come let us….. 
 
Child for us sinners, poor and in a manger, 
Fain we embrace Thee with awe and love. 
Who would not love Thee, 
Loving us so dearly ?.... O come let us….. 
Sing choirs of angels, sing in exultation, 
Sing all ye citizens of heaven above. 
Glory to God, 
In the highest…. O come let us….. 



 
 
 

19 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

S. Thomas’ College Old Boys’ Association NSW/ACT 
 

Wish to thank 
 

Vasantha Weerakoon for his dedication, commitment and devotion in training and conducting the  
Thomian Choir 2021 

 
Members of the Thomian Choir for selflessly sharing of their talent time and energy  

 
Godelieve Ghavalas for her unstinting involvement and excellence on the organ 

 
Rev Kamal Weerakoon  for accepting our invitation to deliver the Christmas message 

 
Rev Owen Goddrad and his staff at All Saints Anglican Church for their willing support and assistance  

 
Ray Gok for his expertise and skill being in charge of the sound desk 

 
All Readers of the Bible Lessons for their willing and eager participation 

 
Instrumentalists on the keyboard, guitar and drums for their inspiring contribution 

 
 

And to you  
Our guests for joining us to celebrate the Birth of our Lord Jesus Christ in the Thomian Tradition of  

“A Festival of Nine Lessons & Carols” 
 

Thank you for your presence 
Our Sincere thanks to All who supported us in many ways 

 
 

We wish you a 
Joyous Christmas 

And a Peaceful and Blessed New Year 
 

Thomian Carol Service Organising committee Sanjiv Vivekanandan, Ramesh Abayasekara , Graham Masefield, 
 Kumar Rasiah, Senaka Jayasuriya, Gyan Fernando,  

 Eksath Perera 
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We wish you a 

Joyous Christmas 
And a Peaceful and  
Blessed New Year 

 
 

 
 
 
 

                  Thomian Carol Service 2022 will be held on Saturday 26th November 2022   

 


